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Aqua Publ ica  Europea ,  the  European
Associat ion of  Publ ic  Water  Operators ,
represent ing 66  publ ic ly -owned water  and
sanitat ion ut i l i t ies  serv ing about  80 mi l l ion
people  across  13  European countr ies ,  welcomes
the opportunity  to  share  i ts  v iews on the  EU
Bathing Water  Di rect ive  2006/7/EC.  

The Bathing Water  Di rect ive ,  complement ing
the Water  Framework Direct ive ,  prov ides  a
f ramework for  the  protect ion of  the
envi ronment  and the heal th  of  c i t izens .  C lean
bathing waters  are  a lso  cr i t ica l  for
munic ipa l i t ies  as  they  benef i t  the  wel l -be ing of
loca l  c i t izens  and economic  dynamism and
attract iv i ty .  

Many publ ic  water  operators  across  Europe are
tasked by  thei r  munic ipa l i t ies  to  ensure  the
management  of  bathing waters .  

Based on thei r  exper ience ,  we would  l ike  to
suggest  a  set  of  guid ing pr inc ip les  for  the
rev iew of  the  Bathing Water  Di rect ive  to  face
new chal lenges .  

C L E A N  W A T E R  I S  E S S E N T I A L
F O R  H E A L T H ,  T H E

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  L O C A L
E C O N O M Y

1
Bathing water  i s  a
cr i t ica l  aspect  o f  loca l
development  and
publ ic  water  operators
are  committed to
support ing the i r
munic ipa l i t ies  by
ensur ing that  water  i s
safe .  

We support  an  update
of  the  Bathing Water
Direct ive ,  in  l ine  with
the  object ives  o f  the
Green Deal  for  a  tox ic-
f ree  env i ronment .

A great  example  of  the
potent ia l  o f  c lean

bathing water  i s  the
current  e f fort  by  the

City  o f  Par is  to  enable
swimming in  the  Se ine

River  for  the  2024
Olympic  Games ,  wi th
an investment  of  1 ,4
b i l l ion  euros  and an
act ion p lan cover ing
wastewater ,  sewage

and ra inwater
management .  



Bathing water  i s  the  f ina l
dest inat ion  of  a l l  the
pol lut ion  accumulated
upstream.  We remind that  i t
i s  a  common responsib i l i ty  to
prevent  pol lut ion before  i t
reaches  th is  f ina l  po int ,  and
that  pol lut ion prevent ion is
the  most  e f fect ive ,  fa i r  and
cost-ef fect ive  way to  ensure  a
c lean envi ronment .  In  l ine
with  the  European Treat ies
and the  object ives  o f  the  EU
Green Deal ,  po l lut ion
prevent ion and source  contro l
need to  be  implemented and
enforced ,  and we encourage
the European Commiss ion to
remind th is  pr inc ip le .  S ince
the management  of  bath ing
waters  by  publ ic  operators
responds  to  genera l  interest
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On the  occas ion of  the  Brusse ls
Water  Days ,  the  Region of

Brusse ls ,  a long with  the  operators
VIVAQUA and SBGE part ic ipate  in

the  campaign “ Ic i  commence la
mer”  ( the  sea starts  here) ,  

imperat ives  rather  than
generate  revenue - ,  the
f inancia l  contr ibut ion of
pol luters  to  the  management
of  bathing waters  must  be
ensured ,  accord ing to  the
pol lut ion  re lated to  the
di f ferent  s i tes ,  and in  l ine
with  the  Water  Framework
Direct ive .  

The  vast  body  of  water
legis lat ion  i s  deeply
interconnected and as  such ,
we ca l l  for  a  fu l l  coordinat ion
of  the  Bathing Water
Direct ive  with  other  p ieces  of
legis lat ion and encourage
adopt ing an integrated
approach at  the  loca l  leve l .  
 Cons ider ing the  st rong l ink
between waste  water  and
ra inwater  and bath ing water ,
i t  i s  c r i t ica l  to  ensure
coordinat ion  with  the
ongoing rev is ion of  the  Urban
Waste  Water  Treatment
Direct ive  to  prevent ,  by  us ing
the range of  ava i lab le
so lut ions ,  inc luding nature-
based ones ,  sewage over f lows
that  a f fect  bath ing water
qual i ty .  

F U L L  C O O R D I N A T I O N  W I T H  T H E  B O D Y  O F
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In  Barce lona ,  the  EU-funded pro ject
L IFE iBathwater  looks  at  the
improvement  of  urban water

management  to  ensure  bathing
water  qual i ty  by  ( 1 )  reducing the

amount  of  f loatable  so l ids  and
l i t ter  d ischarges  into  the  sea dur ing

rain  events  with  hook screens
reta in ing so l id  waste  at  the  beach

front ,  (2 )  min imis ing health  r i sks  to
bathers  through an ear ly  warning

system based on real - t ime contro l ,
sampl ing campaigns ,  r i sk
assessment  and mar i t ime

dispers ion ,  and (3 )  reducing the
number  of  over f lows  dur ing the

ra iny  season with  a  mult i -object ive
contro l  s t rategy .

h ighl ight ing the  l ink
between the  sewers  and

the sea by  us ing a  stenc i l
to  spray  the  message at

the  entrance of  the  sewer .
Thus ,  ra is ing awareness  on
the impact  o f  po l lut ion  on

bathing water .  



A  R I S K - B A S E D  A N D  T R A N S P A R E N T
A P P R O A C H  F O R  I M P A C T  O N  H E A L T H  A N D

T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  
4

In  complement  to  the
envi ronmenta l  object ive  to
achieve  good status  o f  water ,
enshr ined in  the  Water
Framework  Di rect ive ,  the
Bathing Water  Di rect ive
prov ides  a  necessary  focus  on
c i t i zens ’  hea l th .  As  the
Direct ive  should  ensure  that
people ’s  hea l th  i s  protected
as  much as  poss ib le ,  a
ta i lored and s i te-speci f ic
approach helps  determine the
needs  of  each bathing s i tes ,
inc luding the  length of  the
bathing season in  the  locat ion
(some areas  may see  bathers
year- round,  others  only  in
summer  months)  and
addit ional  parameters  to
monitor  in  addit ion  to  e .co l i
and intest ina l  enterococc i ,  to
be inc luding in  spec i f ic  sa fety
plans .  



Def in ing the  loca l  bath ing
season a l lows  to  dedicate
increased resources  in  a
targeted and ef f ic ient  way ,
fo r  example  by  increas ing
monitor ing f requency  or
cons ider ing sand monitor ing ,   

thus  increas ing heal th
protect ion .  In  any  case ,  fu l l
t ransparency  to  in form about
the  measures  i s
indispensable .  

Cons ider ing the  impact  o f
water  qual i ty  on  publ ic
heal th ,  t imely  and accurate
informat ion is  cr i t ica l .  D ig i ta l
too ls  prov ide  great
opportuni t ies  to  in form
cit izens  of  the  qual i ty  o f
water  in  rea l  t ime.  As  bath ing
spots  at t ract  tour is ts ,  a  one-
stop-shop recognisable
European p lat form and
harmonised v isua l ,  ava i lab le
in  d i f ferent  European
languages  would  have  the
potent ia l  to  complement  on-
s i te  in format ion for  v i s i tors
p lanning the i r  water
act iv i t ies .  

The beaches  in  V i la  Nova de
Gaia  in  Portugal  benef i t

f rom 19  b lue  f lags  out  o f  19
bathing s i tes ,  and welcome

locals  and v is i tors  a l ike
dur ing the  summer
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The qual i ty  o f  bath ing waters
is  a  col lect ive  respons ib i l i ty
that  benef i ts  everyone .  Water
operators  have  a  ro le  to  p lay ,
but  object ives  can only  be
achieved through the part ic i -

pat ion and responsib i l i ty  o f
re levant  stakeholders ,
s tar t ing with  the  loca l
author i t ies  that  need to
dec ide  between potent ia l
t rade-of fs .



Aqua Publ ica  Europea (APE)  i s  the
European Assoc iat ion  of  Publ ic

Water  Operators .  I t  un i tes  66
publ ic ly  owned ut i l i t ies  prov id ing
water  and sani tat ion  serv ices  to

about  80  mi l l ion  people  in  13
European countr ies ,   to  promote

publ ic  water  management  at  both
European and internat ional  leve l .

APE i s  an operator- led  assoc iat ion
that  looks  for  e f f ic ient  so lut ions

that  serve  the  publ ic  rather  than
corporate  interests .
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