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Aqua Publica
Association of

Europea, the European
Public Water Operators,
representing 66 publicly-owned water and
sanitation wutilities serving about 80 million
people across 13 European countries, welcomes
the opportunity to share its views on the EU
Bathing Water Directive 2006/7/EC.

The Bathing Water Directive, complementing
the Water Framework Directive, provides a
framework for the protection of the
environment and the health of citizens. Clean
bathing waters are also critical for
municipalities as they benefit the well-being of
local citizens and economic dynamism and
attractivity.

Many public water operators across Europe are
tasked by their municipalities to ensure the
management of bathing waters.

Based on their experience, we would like to
suggest a set of guiding principles for the
review of the Bathing Water Directive to face
new challenges.
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CLEAN WATER IS ESSENTIAL
FOR HEALTH, THE
ENVIRONMENT AND LOCAL
ECONOMY

Bathing water is a

critical aspect of local

development and A great e)'<am,o/e of the
g potential of clean

public water operators . :

. g bathing water is the
are cpmmltte t.o current effort by the.
supporting their City of Paris to ena
municipalities ) swimming in the

ensuring that water is
safe.

We support an update
of the Bathing Water
Directive, in line with
the objectives of the
Green Deal for a toxic-
free environment.
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PREVENTING POLLUTION UPSTREAM

Bathing water is the final
destination of all the
pollution accumulated
upstream. We remind that it
is a common responsibility to
prevent pollution before it
reaches this final point, and
that pollution prevention is
the most effective, fair and
cost-effective way to ensure a
clean environment. In line
with the European Treaties
and the objectives of the EU
Green Deal, pollution
prevention and source control
need to be implemented and
enforced, and we encourage
the European Commission to
remind this principle. Since
the management of bathing
waters by public operators
responds to general interest

imperatives rather than
generate revenue -, the
financial contribution of

polluters to the management
of bathing waters must be

ensured, according to the
pollution related to the
different sites, and in line
with the Water Framework
Directive.

On the occasion of the Brussels
Water Days, the Region of
Brussels, along with the operators
VIVAQUA and SBGE participate in
the campaign “Ilci commence la
mer” (the sea starts here),

highlighting the link
between the sewers and
the sea by using a stencil
to spray the message at :
the entrance of the sewer. o900 2% oo
Thus, raising awareness on [rerem
the impact of pollution on
bathing water.

FULL COORDINATION WITH THE BODY OF
EU WATER LEGISLATION IS PARAMOUNT

The vast body of water
legislation is deeply
interconnected and as such,
we call for a full coordination
of the Bathing Water
Directive with other pieces of

legislation and encourage
adopting an integrated
approach at the local level.

Considering the strong link
between waste water and

rainwater and bathing water,
it is critical to ensure
coordination with the
ongoing revision of the Urban
Waste Water Treatment
Directive to prevent, by using
the range of available
solutions, including nature-
based ones, sewage overflows
that affect bathing water
quality.

In Barcelona, the EU-funded project
LIFE iBathwater looks at the
improvement of urban water

management to ensure bathing
water quality by (1) reducing the
amount of floatable solids and
litter discharges into the sea during
rain events with hook screens
retaining solid waste at the beach
front, (2) minimising health risks to
bathers through an early warning
system based on real-time control,
sampling campaigns, risk
assessment and maritime
dispersion, and (3) reducing the
number of overflows during the
rainy season with a multi-objective
control strategy.
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A RISK-BASED AND TRANSPARENT
APPROACH FOR IMPACT ON HEALTH AND
THE ENVIRONMENT

In complement to the
environmental objective to
achieve good status of water,

enshrined in the Water
Framework Directive, the
Bathing Water Directive

provides a necessary focus on
citizens’ health. As the
Directive should ensure that
people’'s health is protected
as much as possible, a
tailored and site-specific
approach helps determine the
needs of each bathing sites,
including the length of the
bathing season in the location
(some areas may see bathers

year-round, others only in
summer months) and
additional parameters to
monitor in addition to e.coli
and intestinal enterococci, to

be including in specific safety
plans.

Defining the local
season allows to
increased resources in a
targeted and efficient way,
for example by increasing
monitoring frequency or
considering sand monitoring,

bathing
dedicate

thus increasing health
protection. In any case, full
transparency to inform about
the measures is
indispensable.

Considering the impact of
water quality on public
health, timely and accurate
information is critical. Digital

tools provide great
opportunities to inform
citizens of the quality of

water in real time. As bathing
spots attract tourists, a one-

stop-shop recognisable
European platform and
harmonised visual, available
in different European
languages would have the
potential to complement on-
site information for visitors
planning their water
activities.

The beaches in Vila Nova de
Gaia in Portugal benefit
from 19 blue flags out of 19
bathing sites, and welcome
locals and visitors alike
during the summer
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THE WAY FORWARD: THE ROLE OF
OPERATORS IN THE GENERAL INTEREST

The quality of bathing waters
is a collective responsibility
that benefits everyone. Water
operators have a role to play,
but objectives can only be
achieved through the partici-

pation and responsibility of

relevant stakeholders,
starting with the local
authorities that need to
decide between potential

trade-offs.



Aqua Publica Europea (APE) is the
European Association of Public
Water Operators. It unites 66
publicly owned utilities providing
water and sanitation services to
about 80 million people in 13
European countries, to promote
public water management at both
European and international level.
APE is an operator-led association
that looks for efficient solutions
that serve the public rather than
corporate interests.

AQUA PUBLICA EUROPEA
Boulevard de l'impératrice 17/19
1000 Brussels, Belgium
info@aquapublica.eu
www.aquapublica.eu
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