JULY 2020

POST-COVID-19
RECOVERY

The role of public water services for a
more resilient, fairer and greener EU

As Europe is slowly starting to emerge from the unprecedented
COVID-19

crisis

which

has

deeply

affected

citizens’

lives,

economies and public systems throughout the EU, the focus is
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now on drawing the lessons from the emergency and its
management and on re-building. The sanitary crisis rang the

Aq u a P u b l i c a E u r o p e a i s t h e

alarm, reminding us what matters the most and signalling

E u r o p e a n As s o c i a t i o n o f P u b l i c

necessary changes in our lifestyles. As we enter the recovery, it is
paramount to make the EU more resilient, fairer and more
respectful of our resources.

Wa t e r Op e r a t o r s . F o r t h e p a s t t e n
y e a r s , i t h a s u n i t e d p u b l i c l y o wn e d
wa t e r a n d s a n i t a t i o n s e r v i c e s a n d

Aqua Publica Europea, the European Association of Public Water

o t h e r s t a k e h o l d e r s wo r k i n g t o

Operators, represents a public sector that has been at the

p r o mo t e p u b l i c wa t e r ma n a g e me n t

forefront of the crisis response by ensuring the provision of safe
water to all through difficult times. Looking forward, public water
operators will also be instrumental in the economic recovery by
playing an important part in a reconstruction focused on greener
development.

at European and international
l e v e ls . Aq u a P u b l i c a g a t h e r s 6 5
me mb e r s s e r v i n g mo r e t h a n 7 0
mi l li o n p e o p l e , i n a n o p e r a t o r - l e d
association that looks for efficient

The members of Aqua Publica Europea have the potential to be
great partners in the considerable efforts to be deployed: as a
public common good, water is essential for society’s health and
wellbeing and central for socio-economic recovery; whilst public
services play a unique role in territorial development.
As the EU reflects and shapes the world of tomorrow, it is
critical to define priorities and avoid the shortcomings that
have participated in the situation we have experienced.

solutions that serve the public
rather than corporate interests.

PUBLIC WATER SERVICES:
ESSENTIAL SERVICES THAT
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
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REBUILDING ECONOMIES:
THE ECONOMIC ROLE OF
PUBLIC WATER SERVICES
The EU will now be facing one

In addition, according to UN-

of the greatest challenges of its
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constituting the global workforce

stemming

from

several

are dependent on water”. In the

months

looming

long

the

shut

down

of

EU,

this

translates

into

the

economies. In this context, due
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Furthermore,
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a
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European

Therefore, investing in public

examples such as the one of the

water brings benefits for local

Montenegrin coast becoming a

businesses whilst contributing to

dynamic
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zone

following

the

development of a regional public
water operator; or the water
management in Paris being fully
integrated in the city’s project to
permit swimming in the Seine
river

in

view
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TOWARDS A GREENER
FUTURE, MORE RESPECTFUL
OF OUR RESOURCES
The European Commission has

tries that pollute our heritage

made
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guiding compass for the next
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consumes and many operators
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growth.
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