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BACKGROUND

Recently revised water-related legislation at EU level has updated the list of pollutants to
monitor and treat for, being this in drinking water, wastewater or raw waters. New
requirements improve our capacity to identify and manage a growing range of pollutants, yet
a fundamental gap persists. Current scientific knowledge, monitoring tools, and agreed
methodologies do not yet capture all relevant substances or pathways: for many
contaminants there are no analytical methods with sufficient accuracy, determinations
remain costly, some groups (notably PFAS) increase the pressure on water safety through
long-term accumulation, and entry pathways into the water cycle are often unknown or
poorly characterised. Monitoring therefore needs to be established as an integrated, fit-for-
purpose concept to enable effective, societally relevant measures. 

Robust chemical-safety governance is a fundamental prerequisite for effective protection of
water resources. While the revision of key EU legislation such as REACH and specific
restriction of PFAS are under consideration, regulatory measures must be considered as
part of a holistic approach that links chemical management, source control, monitoring and
treatment. 

This public seminar brings together researchers, operators, regulators, and policymakers to
examine that gap and explore how to close it. Discussion will focus on what valid, scalable
resources for source identification could look like, and what it will take to develop them.
Industrial discharges will receive particular attention, given the complexity of tracking non-
domestic pollution through shared infrastructure. 



Welcome and Introductory Remarks
Dr Gudrun Winkler – Hamburg Wasser

Setting the Scene –  The current EU legal framework for pollution monitoring in
water and ongoing developments
Bert Leemans – European Commission [from remote]

Session I – Methodologies and technologies to identify and trace emerging
pollutants: scientific advancements 
Dr Hanna Joerss – Helmholtz-Zentrum Hereon
Prof Martin Scheringer – Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

Session II – Tackling emerging pollutants on the ground: the role of public
authorities
Dr Antoni Munné – Catalan Water Agency
Dr Kris Van den Belt – Flemish Environmental Agency

Coffee break

Session III – Exploring innovative approaches: achievements and challenges
from water utilities 
Dr Anna Olejnik – Warsaw Waterworks
Armando Quazzo – SMAT (Turin)
Viktoria Mihalecz – Budapest Waterworks [from remote]
Dr Phani Miskaki – EYDAP (Athens)

Roundtable – Implications for policy-makers
Dr Gudrun Winkler – Hamburg Wasser
Dr Kris Van den Belt – Flemish Environmental Agency
Antonia Reihlen – CHEM Trust

Conclusions
Bernard Van Nuffel - President of Aqua Publica Europea

Pick-up from Seminar
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Welcome and Introductory Remarks
Dr Gudrun Winkler – Hamburg Wasser
Dr Gudrun Winkler is Head of Strategic Energy Management and Technologies at Hamburg
Wasser, where she leads strategic technological development and the company’s corporate
micropollutant strategy, including work on substances of concern such as PFAS. She
represents Hamburg Wasser in national and international expert bodies. Dr Winkler holds an
engineering degree in Water Management, a Master by Research on micropollutants, and a
PhD in Process Engineering from Cranfield University (UK). She joined Hamburg Wasser in
2018 after experience in research and Germany’s water and environmental sectors.

Setting the Scene – The current EU legal framework for pollution monitoring in
water and ongoing developments
Bert Leemans – European Commission
Bert Leemans is a policy officer at the European Commission's Directorate-General for
Environment (DG ENV), where he serves within the 'Marine Environment and Clean Water
Services' unit. In this capacity, he plays a coordinating role in the implementation of the recast
Drinking Water Directive and provides technical and policy expertise to ensure safe and
sustainable (drinking) water management across the EU.

Session I – Methodologies and technologies to identify and trace emerging
pollutants: scientific advancements 
Dr Hanna Joerss – Helmholtz-Zentrum Hereon
Hanna Joerss is an environmental chemist with a focus on PFAS analysis and environmental
fate. After training as a food chemist, she gained experience at a commercial laboratory
specializing in the analysis of organic pollutants. She completed her PhD at Helmholtz-
Zentrum Hereon, where her research focused on the sources, transport, and fate of PFAS in
aquatic environments. Today, she heads the Department of Organic Environmental Chemistry
and works on advancing and applying the PFAS analytical toolbox to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of environmental PFAS contamination.

Prof Martin Scheringer – Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
Prof Martin Scheringer is Professor of Environmental Chemistry at RECETOX, Masaryk
University (Brno, Czech Republic), and Senior Scientist at ETH Zürich. A chemist by training, he
has over 25 years of experience in environmental chemistry, focusing on exposure
assessment, chemical risks, and the behaviour of persistent and emerging pollutants. Prof.
Scheringer is a founding member and Chair of the International Panel on Chemical Pollution
(IPCP), contributing to global discussions on sustainable chemicals management. He has
been at ETH Zürich since 2018 and received the ad-personam title of Professor from the
President of the Czech Republic in 2019.
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Session II – Tackling emerging pollutants on the ground: the role of public
authorities
Dr Antoni Munné – Catalan Water Agency
Antoni Munné holds a degree in Biology and a PhD in Ecology from the University of Barcelona.
He is currently Technical Advisor to the Water Director at the Catalan Water Agency, the public
authority responsible for water planning and management in the Catalan River Basin District.
With over 30 years of experience in water management, Antoni Munné has also contributed to
the development and implementation of River Basin Management Plans under the Water
Framework Directive and has authored or co-authored more than 60 scientific and technical
publications on water management, ecological assessment, and water quality monitoring.

Dr Kris Van den Belt – Flemish Environmental Agency
Kris Van Den Belt is a Belgian environmental expert currently serving as Head of Unit for Water
Supply and Municipal Sanitation at the Flemish Environment Agency. He holds a Master’s
degree in Biology from the University of Antwerp and a PhD in Ecotoxicology from the
University of Antwerp and the Flemish Institute for Technological Research. With a career
dedicated to water policy, including drinking water supply, water reuse, sanitation, or even
groundwater licensing, Kris Van Den Belt has also contributed at the European level as a
Belgian national pilot-member of the European Commission expert groups, supporting the
implementation of key EU water policies, including the Drinking Water Directive, the Urban
Wastewater Treatment Directive, and the Water Reuse Regulation.

Session III – Exploring innovative approaches: achievements and challenges from
water utilities
Dr Anna Olejnik – Warsaw Waterworks
Anna Olejnik has been working with the Municipal Water Supply and Sewerage Company of
the City of Warsaw for over 30 years. As Chief Water Technologist, she contributed to
improving water treatment processes, including pilot studies on ozonation and granular
activated carbon filtration, which supported the modernisation of Warsaw’s water treatment
plants. Her research and professional topics include water quality monitoring, radioactivity,
corrosion processes, and biological water stability. Dr Olejnik received a PhD in Chemical
Sciences from Adam Mickiewicz University in 2018 and initiated the development of the
company’s Water Safety Plan. Since 2017, she has been Deputy Director of the Water Division.

Dr Phani Miskaki – EYDAP (Athens)
Phani Miskaki currently serves as Deputy Director of Planning and Development for Water
Sector Projects at EYDAP, the water operator of Athens. In addition to her 30 years of
experience in the water sector, Dr Miskaki holds a PhD in Materials Science and
Electrochemistry.
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Armando Quazzo - SMAT (Turin)
Since 2022, Armando Quazzo serves as Chief Executive Officer of SMAT, a wholly publicly
owned company responsible for managing the Integrated Water Service for the City of Turin
and 292 municipalities in the metropolitan area, serving over 2.2 million inhabitants. He holds
a Master’s degree in Law from the University of Turin Italy and, actively contributes to
international water policy discussions, notably through an active involvement in key sectoral
organisations, such as the Management Board of Aqua Publica Europea—where he
coordinates the working group on urban wastewater and sewage sludge—and as a member of
the Steering Committee of the UN-Habitat Global Water Operators’ Partnership Alliance.

Viktoria Mihalecz – Budapest Waterworks
Viktoria Mihalecz graduated from the Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences
with a degree in environmental engineering. During my studies, she began working as an intern
at the Budapest Waterworks in the Water Quality and Environmental Protection Department,
and later continued her work at the company as an environmental engineer. Her area of
expertise is water resource protection; among other things, she is involved in tracking
potential sources of pollution, planning the groundwater monitoring of catchment areas for
production wells, evaluating water quality results, and tracking groundwater quality trends.

Roundtable – Implications for policy-makers
Antonia Reihlen – CHEM Trust
Antonia Reihlen studied biology at the RWTH Aachen. She works on chemicals and chemicals
policies since 1999 as employee at the environmental consulting company Ökopol, and since
2024 as self-employed consultant. She supports CHEM Trust as chemicals policy expert since
2018 with a focus on REACH.

Gudrun Winkler – Hamburg Wasser – See above

Kris Van den Belt – Flemish Environmental Agency – See above

Conclusions
Bernard Van Nuffel - President of Aqua Publica Europea
Bernard Van Nuffel is President of Aqua Publica Europea and a former President of VIVAQUA,
the Brussels’ public water operator, where he now serves as a member of the Executive Board.
After studying architecture, Mr. Van Nuffel began his career as a civil servant in the Brussels
administration in 1997. He later served as Deputy-Mayor of Jette, a municipality in the
Brussels Region, overseeing infrastructures, water policy, and climate from 2018 to 2024, and
currently holds the position of local councillor for the Jette municipality.
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