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© Christian Dobisch

Germany

Floodplain restoration to 

increase infiltration buffers:

- Floods

- Droughts

- Heat waves





© Ari Heinilä

Finland

Wetland restoration to reduce 

nutrient and sediment load



South Africa

Elimination of invasive

vegetation to improve water

availability

© Peter Chadwick



The Netherlands

Estuary restoration to reduce 

impact of sea level rise

https://atosborne.nl/project/evaluatie-compenserende-maatregelen-kierbesluit/attachment/haringvlietsluis-web/

https://atosborne.nl/project/evaluatie-compenserende-maatregelen-kierbesluit/attachment/haringvlietsluis-web/
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• Different challenges for different sectors
• Different ways of perceiving the same challenges
• Different interests and trade-offs
• Different metrics
• Different policies
• Different timelines
• Different landownership/rights…
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• Define a standard clear methodology for cost-benefit or cost-
efficiency analyses of investments that allows to show the various 
benefits of Nature-based approaches

• Use nature to integrate policies: Include Nature-based Solutions as 
key measures in national and regional plans on water, climate, 
disaster risk reduction, energy, agricultural and transport sectors, 
ensuring cross-sectoral coordination

• Develop engaging participatory processes to ensure the most 
relevant societal challenges are being considered when looking for 
solutions to specific problems and to identify trade-offs
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• Ambitious legally binding targets in new Restoration law (650,000 
ha of land/water by 2030)

• Phase out harmful EU subsidies to sectors and activities which 
counteract the deployment of Nature-based Solutions

• Introduce a “nature-based” requirement to EU funds earmarked 
for investments in water, climate, disaster risk reduction, energy, 
agricultural and transport sectors

• (And enforce existing regulations)
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Thank 
you

Eva Hernández 

Initiative Lead, Living European Rivers

ehernandez@wwf.es


